Documentary explores
“The Price of Paradise’
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With its hilitop homes, sandy
beaches and Spanishstyle archi-
tecture, Santa Barbara is a place
where beauty is irrefutable and the
quality of life is arguably one of the
best in the nation. However, para-
dise doesn't come cheap.

The county’s inflated housing -

market is the focus of a 42-minute,
loeally. - produced - documentary
appropriately titled “The’ Price of
Paradise.” Itpremierestodayaspart
of the Santa Barbara [niemaﬁonal
Film Festival.

Financed by the Santa Barbara
County  Housing* Depnrimem and
produced by a former housing
employee, the ﬁlm unravels the

housing challenges facingthe area’s

work force through the eyes of those
living and working here.

Lisa Snider, who wrote and pro-
duced the film, uses interviews from
Santa Barbara city, county and state
employees who work in the fields of
law -enforcement, health and
education.

“The only way our people can
continiue to work here is to live in
other - communities, and that's
unfortunate,” former Sheriff Jim
Anderson says in the filni. “At least
half of our personnel live in other

_counties.” At Cottage Hcsplta]. 30
percent of all job offers are turned
down because of the home prlcs,
according 1o Patrice Ryan, vice
president of human resources, who
was also mtenrlewed for the'docu-

‘Sheriff's Detective Mike Shmg
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For more information, log on to
the Santa Barbara Intemational
Film Festival Web site at
www.sbiff.org.

at 6 am., Santa Barbara

‘talks about his more than one-hofir
daily commiute to work and the time
his- drivinig takes. away from lts
family life.

According to statisties in the mﬁu
Det Sherbarlh is one of 16,000 Vi
tura Oounty residents commuting.
jobs. in Santa Barbara County,ia
number, according to-‘“Paradisg”
ﬁlmmakers,thatcou[dmchmo ngJ
in 25 years.

The film also compares the
qualities from Santa Barbara
ty’s median home price, which h
surpassed half a million dollars, fo
that of the national median home
price, whichiis $218,000.

- “Paradise” takesahard]ookatme
social, economic and environmental
problem created by the areds
affordable housing shortage. Inter-
views are sprinkled intam;u.enﬁ'
with musie, scenery and video cli
of county meetings at which
ers talk’ pnssionateha ahout qe
housingdilemma.

Although “Paradise” doesn't
up any solutions, Mr. Cortez, wi
until recently was without a pernﬁ
nenthousingdirectorforsix montHs,
contends that that was never the
film’s or department’s intention. £

“This ﬂlm will hopefully

_addm this pa:ﬁmﬂar need,”
“Wecould pmbamdoahundr&:



