The Price of Paradlse shows the'hzgh éost

of the local housz:‘ng market

by Stacey Wi ebe

t wasn't long ago that Lisa Snider =

tor, writer, producer and all- amunﬁ make-it-

N, happen lady” — knew next to nothing about mak-
ing movies.

\All that changed when she was assigned to make a film
by her boss, Ed Moses, the former director of the Santa
Balbam Department of Housing and Community Devel.
opment and current executive director of the Ventura
Housing Authority AT

“T was really Ed Moses' right hand,” said Snider wh%
work ed with Moses in Santa Barbara and madé'the move

w1tp him to Ventura as his assistant. “If he ‘neqded alet-
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Snidera]som'ler\riewed several \efrltu ra Caunty residents
who commute to mﬂ(in Santa Barbara but cannot afford to
live there; Tha C es this segment of the population
face are seueral var&ed., and include everything from par-
ents spgnd.mg | time with their children dur-
ing Ienglhy work commﬁtes to the tasks of deciding which

cities shﬂuld serve as rhe schonl base for those children,
while striving to make ends meet. According to Snider, an
estimated 100,000 people will be commuting from Ventura
County to Santa Barbara within the next 25 years.

“There is one part of an interview where a man says, ‘It
would be nice if my wife’s parents could enjoy their grand-
children here in Santa Barbara and we don't know how we
can do that,' " Snider said. “This is a couple who doesn't have
children or a home and don't know how to make that happen.”

While Snider knew the ins and outs of housing issues,
Anderson and Collins knew how to meet the challenge of

“It was interesting because I knew nothing about filmmak-
ing and Michael and Austen knew nothing about housing. In
the beginning, we just sort of bumbled our way through it,”
Snider said. “All in all, it was a nine-month project, and I say it
was like birthing a baby”

The trio bonded as they delved into the subject matter,
gleaned new information, tailored the filmmaking process
to fit their needs and shared their respective knowledge.
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Lisa Snider, director of the Price of Paradise.

“Our chemistry was really amazing," Anderson added.
“If we had ideas, we listened to each other and were able
to bring it all together."

The long hours and effective communication enabled
the three to utilize their unique chemistry to create a doc-
umentary of with Snider “national relevance,” according
to Snider "I think it could resonate nationwide because

making a potentially dry subject visually arresting. Shot
in a high-quality digital format, the filmmakers use of
voiceovers, music and local scenic imagery —among other
artistic devices — to breathe life into the film.

“We did a lot of day trips to certain areas in the coun-
ty to make the cinematography very tip-top,” Anderson
said. “We used aerial shots and great music, and great
music is so key"

In addition to the 42-minute documentary, the trio pro-
duced a 22-minute cut for those “educational” purposes,
and those of the short-attention-span variety. Over the
course of about nine months of interviewing, shooting,
visnally capturing the heart of the story and plenty of
editing, the three produced a product they're proud of.

it's all relative,” Snider said.

The documentary, however enlightening, does not offer
solutions to the cuyrent difficulties in the housing trend.
In true documentary style, the filmmakers presented the
reality reflected by their research and are leaving the
solutions in the hands of the viewers. “It does grab your
heart because you look at these people and it's not easy"”
Anderson said. “Like everyone, they want security. They
just want to control their destiny” |

Lisa Snider is a contributor to the Ventura County
Reporter: The Price of Paradise will be screened at the
Santa Barbara International Film Festival at 7 p.m. on
Jan. 26 at the Marjorie Luke Theater; and at 10 a.m. at Vic-
wrw Hak‘ At each m-eenmg, Paradise will be the second

ﬁ!’m shown (whlch means the film will show roughly an
hour after the 7 p.m. and 11 a.m. start times for the three-
film blocks). A gquestion-and-answer period with the film-
makers will follow the Jan. 26 screening. For more informa-
tion, visit wwwfindingojai.com/ThePriceofParadise.html
or sbiff.org.

“It was interesting because | knew nothing about

filmmaking and Michael and Austen knew nothing about
housing. In the beginning, we just sort of bumbled our
way through it,” Snider said. “All in all, it was a nine-
month project, and | say it was like birthing a baby.”



